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UNIT 1 – USING MUSIC HISTORY to UNLOCK WESTERN CULTURE
Music connects to everything. Analyzing its history and mechanics will unlock the 
values of a society. Literacy in music and the arts gives us a powerful key in any 
academic discipline.

UNIT 2 – MUSIC ENTWINED with GREAT EVENTS in WESTERN HISTORY
From Martin Luther’s Reformation and Gutenberg’s printing press to the gramophone 
and iTunes, musical style responds to technology, science, religion, and economics. 

UNIT 3 – TECHNOLOGY, TERMINOLOGY, and CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE
Mastering terminology allows us to understand music and its connections to world 
events. Examining the role of music in Western history allows us to judge the arts of 
our own times.

UNIT 4 – FANFARE and POWER: � e COURT of LOUIS XIV
A chessboard for science, politics, and the arts, Louis XIV’s sumptuous palace of 
Versailles, court chapel, and royal theater set the standards for fashion, etiquette, and 
music across the Western world.

UNIT 5 – SWEEPING AWAY the RENAISSANCE into the BAROQUE
Literature and art reached the pinnacle of development in the Renaissance with 
Michelangelo and Shakespeare. But the scientifi c era of the Baroque demanded a 
modern, highly systematized music. 

UNIT 6 – LITURGICAL CALENDAR, STREET PARTIES, and the NEW CHURCH MUSIC
What do Palm Sunday and Mardi Gras have to do with each other? The church calendar 
dictated social and artistic life, and helped launch new forms of music. 

UNIT 7 – A LIVELY JOURNEY THROUGH the LIFE of JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH
Bach’s jobs demanded ever-increasing skills. He mastered acoustics and the complex 
technology of the organ. His duties at each place of employment reveal much about 
court politics, economics, and religion in the late Baroque era. 

UNIT 8 – ENLIGHTENMENT, CLASSICISM, and the ASTONISHING MOZART
From Voltaire and to America’s Founding Fathers, the Enlightenment changed Western 
culture. Absolute monarchs like Frederick the Great and the paintings of Antoine 
Watteau set the tone. Then, a genius named Mozart used the Age of Reason to create 
masterpieces in Western culture. 

UNIT 9 – INTO the ABYSS: � e CENTURY STRUGGLES with UNFETTERED IMAGINATION
Nineteenth-century art clashed with Enlightenment ideals. Artists seeking individual 
expression created a fascinating road map through the challenges of the 19th century.  
Goethe’s Sorrows of Young Werther and Faust astonished society.  

UNIT 10 – BEETHOVEN as HERO and REVOLUTIONARY
After the 1789 French Revolution, the Napoleonic Wars changed Europe forever. 
Ludwig van Beethoven met the challenges of this unstable era, discovering a new 
musical language for his extraordinary music.

UNIT 11 – SALONS, POETRY, and the POWER of the SONG
From Schiller to Shelley, poetry found its home in the aristocratic drawing room. 
Words and music became a mirror for Romantic idealism and the quest for individual 
expression.

UNIT 12 – A TALE of FOUR VIRTUOSI and the BIRTH of the TONE POEM
Extraordinary playing skills caught the imagination in the 19th century. Paganini and 
Liszt became super-star performers. Chopin was the poet of the piano, and Mendelssohn 
set new standards for conductors. Mid-century, the highly imaginative Liszt created 
the Tone Poem – ancestor of the great fi lm music we hear today.

UNIT 13 – NATIONALISM and the EXPLOSION of ROMANTIC OPERA
Audiences responded to opera the same way they do to movies today. Cutting-edge issues 
fi lled the opera stage. And in the 19th century, operas with themes of love, death, and 
adventure stirred up a desire for national independence and challenged society’s values.   

UNIT 14 – THE ABSOLUTELY NEW WORLD of WAGNER
Richard Wagner’s revolutionary ideas were either loved or hated by his contemporaries. 
He spent his colorful life in a tireless campaign to change Western culture through a 
new type of music drama. 

UNIT 15 – IMPERIAL RUSSIA – A CULTURAL ODYSSEY
Were Moscow and St. Petersburg imitators of Italian and French fashions? Or, were 
they remote locations where unique styles developed from the heart of native Russian 
artists? In this Orthodox Christian country, the Tsars decided every aspect of culture. 

UNIT 16 – LOAD UP the WAGONS: � e STORY of AMERICAN MUSIC
American music was born in the Philadelphia concert hall and the Missouri covered 
wagon. Thomas Jefferson’s harpsichord, Shaker Hymns and Sacred Harp, Civil War 
ballads, and Vaudeville tunes celebrate the diverse origins of America’s culture. 

UNIT 17 – TURNING the PAGE on WESTERN TRADITION with the EXPLOSION of WAR
Artists have their ears to the ground and sense cataclysmic events looming before 
they explode in a culture. Artists responded to the end of the 19th century by creating 
radical new works as Western culture catapulted towards World War I. 
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American 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and 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Entertainment 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Unit 11 Viewing Guide:  

“Elizabethan” songs come from the reign of ________________________________ who 

ruled from _________ until her death in _____________.  The most famous writer from 

this time was _____________________.  

Composers set poems to music in order to _____________________________________ 

and they also wanted to __________________________________ 

 

Three requirements for a “good” song: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Most songs benefit from a _________________________ environment. 

 

Poetry can be performed in two ways: _____________________________ or 

____________________________.  

List a few of the topics that were popular in poetry and song in the 19th
 century:  

________________________________________________________________________

_________________________  

During the 19th
 century, a salon was a _________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________  

 

To be called a ballad, a poem has to have these qualities:  
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In media res means 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Song cycles, or Liederkreis, were “invented” during the ___________________________ 

 

Schumann was probably drawn to Heine’s Dichterliebe because ____________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Unlike Schumann or Schubert, Henri Duparc left us only  _______ songs.  This is because 

__________________________________________________________ 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